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A Challenge in a Slum
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(DOne Japanese couple is trying to make a difference in people’s lives in a slum in Nairobi, Kenya. @Mr.
and Mrs. Ichihashi started Koinonia Education Centre in 2003, a kindergarten which provides basic primary

education to children whose families are destitute.

(®The school aims to develop each child’s spiritual,

emotional, physical and intellectual potential. (@Parents are encouraged to pay a commitment fee, which often
fosters a sense of family responsibility. & This changed the attitudes of many parents. ®They stopped
begging for money and food, and instead, started working, which made theif children feel proud of them. @
In 2005, Mr. and Mrs. Ichihashi extended the education to primary school so that the children could continue to
learn and grow at Koinonia. ®The couple hopes to teach the children that life is full of opportunities, and to
help them grow to understand that they can always say yes to life, under whatever circumstances.
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