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Just the V\/oy You Are
There was a man whose J'ob it was to bring water from the stream to his master's
house. He had two |orge J'ugs. He |ouT each Jug on the end of a po|e and he carried this
po|e across his neck. One of the J'ugs had a crack in it, and the other Jug was perjr‘ec’r.
The perfec’r one was o|wo>/s full at the end of the |on9 walk but the cracked Jug o|wo>/s
had on|>/ about half a J'ug of water.

Of course, the perfec’r Jug was proud of its work. But the poor cracked Jug was sad
because it was able to do on|>/ half. It felt sorry for the man, too. The man worked
hard, but he couldn't bring a lot of water.

After two years of this, the cracked Jug spoke to the man one doy by the stream. "I
feel so bad and [ want to opo|ogize fo you." "V\/hy?" asked the man. "What are you
sad about?” "Because of my crack, you have to do all of this work, and you don't geT
the full results of your efforts,” the Jug said.

The man felt sorry for the old cracked Jug. and as They went up the hill, he said,
"Look at the beautiful flowers o|on9 the poTh." The old cracked Jug took notice of the
%jggbeouﬂfd wild flowers on the side of the pq’rh, and this made it hoppier. But at the end

of the walk, it still felt bad because it had again lost half its water. So, again the Jug
said he was sorry and he looked very sad.

The man said to the Jug. ‘Did you notice that there were flowers on|>/ on your side of
your po’rh, but not on the other Jug's side? That's because I have o|wo>/s known about
your crack. | p|qn’reo| flower seeds on your side of the po’rh, and every o|o>/ while we
walk back from the stream, you've watered them. For two years [ have been able to
pick these beautiful flowers to decorate my master's table. Without you being Just the

way you are, he would not have this beouTy in his house.”

-Author Unknown
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True Treosure

There were two nough’ry boys, Tom and Fred. They |o|o>/eo| ’roge’rher every o|o>/.
They didn’t like to s’rudy. Going to school, ’rhey repeo’red “s|ee|o and |eo|o” every o|c1>/.
So, teachers worried about their future.

“\/\/hy don’t we go for a treasure hunt?” said Tom.

“V\/hy?” answered Fred.

“We, kids, don’t need ‘W|'1>/’ for fun.” rep|ieo| Tom.

They talked and talked.

“I want to go to the river.”

“Id like the field better.”

“While you go to the river, Ill go to the field.  The next doy, we’ll meet here and
show the findings.”

Tom went to the river.  What he saw there were on|>/ fish and stones.  There was
no beautiful treasure.  Then he tried to catch the fish by hand, but he couldnt. He
Though’r They live on|>/ in the water, but They keep swimming all their life. It isn’t fun to
live in such a small world, but sure|>/ They like the cho”enge.

Fred went to the field.  There was no’rhing specio|, on|>/ some trees and grass.
He fell down on his back and looked up to the sky. He saw some birds ﬂying free|y.
Birds ﬂy and catch worms to look after their babies. It’s very hard, but sure|y They like
to see their babies smi|in9.

The next o|0|>/, They came to school ’rhinking of what They had experienced.

“What did you find in the field?”

“Did you get some’rhing wonderful in the river?”

“I saw fish sTrugghng in the stream. ['ve never Though’r about moking any effort.
But the fish do.  [seeitis important fo do my best.” said Tom.

“Birds were ﬂying over the sky. They could go onywhere if They wanted, but ’rhey
don’t. They ﬂy to feed their babies. I Though’r it is impor’ron’r to live for someone, not
for mysehc.” said Fred.

Tru|y, ’rhey noticed impor’ron’r ’rhings about life.  And one more Thing ’rhey found,
more impor’ron’r, more precious and |orice|ess. They realized ‘a friend is a true treasure’
Focing each other, the boys said, “While you’re here, 'm here. Next time we’ll go
’roge’rher.”
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A Father’s Lesson

Once upon a time, there was a little boy who was smart, but he also had a very bad
’remper. When he go’r angry. he usuo”y said, and often did, some very hurtful ’rhings.
As he grew, his poren’rs became worried about this. Fino”y, the father had an idea.
He gave him a bog of nails, and a BIG hammer. “Whenever you feel ongry,” he
told the boy, “I want you to take a nail and hammer it into that old fence out back.
Hit that nail as hard as you can!”

By the end of the first o|<:1>/, the boy put 37 nails into the fence. Groduo”y, over a
period of weeks, the o|c1i|>/ number became lower. Ho|o|ing his temper was getting
easier so he was driving fewer nails into the fence! Fina”y, the dcy came when the
boy didn't lose his Temper at all. He felt very |orou0| as he told his porenTs about that.

“As a sign of your success,” his father said. “you get to pull out one nail on each
o|c1>/ that you don't lose your Temper even once.” Well, many weeks possed. Fino”y,
one doy the young boy was able to re|oor’r |orouo||>/ that all the nails were gone.

At that poin’r, the father and son took one more look at the fence. “You have done
well, my son.” he said. “But [ want you fo see the holes that are left. No matter
what hoppens from now on, this fence will never be the same. Saying or doing hurtful
Things in anger produces the same kind of result. [t won't matter how many times you
say you're sorry, or how many years pass, the scar will still be there. And a verbal
wound is as bad as a physiccﬂ one. Peop|e are much more valuable than an old fence.
They make us smile. Some will become friends who share our Joys. and support us
Through bad times. And, if They frust us, They will also open their hearts to us. That
means we need to treat everyone with love and respec’r. We need to preven’r as many

of those scars as we can.”

-Author Unknown
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